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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Town of Rowe proposes to perform preservation work to the bridge carrying Zoar Road over Sam 
Rice Brook in Rowe, MA. The proposed work includes repairs to the existing severely deteriorated 
steel beam ends. The work is intended to improve the current level of safety and extend the service 
life of the existing bridge structure.  

2. AREA DESCRIPTION 

The project area is shown below on the locus map. 
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GIS data layers, as mapped by the Commonwealth’s Office of Geographic Information 
(MassMapper), were overlaid on the project locus to determine the presence/absence and general 
location of environmental resources within, adjacent, and proximate to the bridge preservation 
project limits on Zoar Road. 

2.1. WETLAND RESOURCES 

Sam Rice Brook is a perennial stream and therefore the project site is within the Riverfront Area. All 
proposed work activities will take place on the bridge structure and not in undisturbed areas. 

2.2. MASSACHUSETTS NATURAL HERITAGE AND ENDANGERED SPECIES PROGRAM 

The project site is not located within a Priority Habitat or Estimated Habitat of Rare Species. 

2.3. STORMWATER CRITICAL AREAS 

Sam Rice Brook is a cold water fishery. All proposed work activities will take place on the bridge 
structure and not within the waterway. 

The project site is not located within other stormwater critical areas (i.e. Outstanding Resource 
Waters, Zone II or Interim Wellhead Protection Areas, certain waters within ACECs, public swimming 
beaches, shellfish growing areas). 

2.4. FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) for the Town of 
Rowe, Massachusetts, Berkshire County, were reviewed. The project is not within a floodplain. All 
proposed work activities will take place on the bridge structure, and no new fill is proposed. 

3. PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 

The proposed repair work is limited to performing urgent repairs to five of the existing severely 
deteriorated steel beam ends. The deteriorated beam ends will be encased in reinforced concrete to 
strengthen and protect them from future corrosion. Workers will walk into the brook to place ladders 
under the bridge to gain access to the beam ends at the abutment bridge seats. No other equipment 
will be placed in the brook. There will be no excavation in the brook. The image below shows where 
the repairs will be performed on the bridge structure (see yellow boxes). 
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Figure 2: Framing Plan Encasement Locations 

The project will include a shielding system designed to contain debris and to prevent it from entering 
the surrounding environment. The contractor will be responsible for the shielding system design. The 

Figure 1: Severe Corrosion of Beam Ends 
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shielding system will most likely consist of timber planks spanning between beams with brackets 
attached to the exterior beams and the faces of the abutments. No shielding elements will be located 
in the waterways beneath the bridge.  

As currently proposed, all work on this project is on the bridge structure. No construction activity will 
be performed directly in the water or below existing ground level. Sam Rice Brook will be accessed 
by the workers to place their ladders, but no alteration of the resource area will occur.  

It is respectfully requested that the Rowe Conservation Commission issue a Negative Determination 
with conditions as deemed appropriate, thereby allowing the project to proceed in the absence of 
the preparation and filing of a Notice of Intent. 
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